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' THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

“The interests of the District of Columbis formed
in an unusual degree a topic of discussion during
the last session of the late Congress.

In the House of Roprescntatives the people of
the Diatriot were fortunate in haviog aa the chair-

"o the committeé appointed to consult for their

welfare and that of the Government an esteemed
member from the & tate of Massachusetts, the Hon.
Caas. DErano, who brought te the discharge of
hia duties a fidelity aud capacity worthy of grateful
recognition. We have already adverted to the pro-
jeot'of a bill whioh he introduced at the late ses-
sion proposing to authorize the people of this Dis-
triot to send a Delegate to Congress for the purpose
of representing in that body their interests and that
of the Government, so far as the latter is involved
in the local surroucdings of Washington and its
vicinity, Mr. Delano, like every conscientious le-

gislator when charged to consult forinterests which

are at once those of the resident population of the
Distriot and of the cntire people of the United
Btates, felt, it would seem, the necd of some re-
sponsible representative to whom the Committee on
the Distriet might rcpair for advice and guidance
in the adoption of measurds devised for the welfare
of the community which looks to the Congress of the
United States as its constitutional guardian, With-
out such a responsible representative of the import.
ant interests, affecting, it may be, equally the local
relations of the Government and of the resident
population, the members composing the Committee
on the District of Columbia, coming from remote
pections of the country, are comparatively cut off
from a source of authentic information, to which

_they should have accers in maturing the measures

recommended for adoption by Congress. In the
absence of such a recognised representative of the
Distriot, sitting in the body of Congress, and whom
that body, as well as the people concerned, might
hold responsible for his suggestions and recommen-
dations, we now have thia responsibility divided
among municipal functionaries and prominent citi-
zeons, with the conflicting counsels inseparable from
all adviee or information given under such cir-
cumstances. Mr. Delano, in bringing his pro-
position before Congress, has but revived a measure
which that staunch friend of the Distriot and of the
Government, Josera KEnT, of Maryland, sought
to establish durivg his Congressional carcer. We
hope that the wise suggestion may eventually com-
mand the favorable consideration of Congress.

A messure most intimately sffecting the Distriot
was passed by the late Congress, in the shape of
s bill reorganizing the judicial system, which, with
subsequent amendments, hes obtained for the last
pixty years and more. The original bill, which
proposed to effect this change, was introduced into
the Sepate on the 18th of June last, by Mr. Hag-
r18, of New York, from the Judiciary Committee,
but was not then preseed to a vote for final passage.
It was supposed by many that the mensure would be
allowed to drop. Speaking on this subject, after
the bill had been again brought forward at the late
session, Mr. Senator ConLAMER held the following
language on the 18th of February last:

“T will merely say that I was cslied upon by n leading
member of the bar, an elderly and very respectable and
highly eouservative gentlemsn, who ¢aid to me that the
bar had the whole matter was ended ; they did
not think that snything was really going to be done about
had 1Ieﬁ:dm long ; but receatly, within a few days,
deen valled up again, and they desire an nppmtuml.{
to present their views before this bill ehall be passed.
did not suppore the bill wes ta be passed in an hour or in
aw u('hrnonn: but if it in so insisted wpon, I sHppose
it be passed. It is certainly open to a suspicion that
we ivitiale the practice of removing the judges by changing
the eourt, and 1t needs some explanation to my mind to
show that there is a necessity for this ebange, in order to
clear it of the imputation of having such s purposs. 1
take it, it eno be explained what necess ty there ia for al-
tering the syatem, and why it is necessary to change the
,mprif the system be aitered. I presume that is ut:.

of explanation ; perhaps it does not need it; but aiter
what has been sugge-ted irom the other aide of the Cham-
ber, T think it wou'd be no fore than right and fair to give

an opportunity to the bar to be heard on the suhbjeet and
pr their views, whatever they nre, that we may have
an ty more fully to understand the real character
of the measure.”

The measure thus brought forward for the action
of the Senate was postponed till the 20th of Feb-
ruary. In the mean time the Bar of this city had
with great unasimity made the following repre-
sontations :

“ The unders’goed, Members of the Bar of the Disteict
of Culumbia, respectfully represent :

“That they have soen with surprise that a bill has been
rted to the Benate to reorganize the courts o the Dis-
trict.of Columbia, whieh_ to abolish three of said
ewrﬁ.moly. the circuit, distriet, and crimioal courta of
snid Distriot

“They respectfolly subwit that the courts which are
'mpna to be thus rbulished bave been proved by expe-
A e e

ek, & "
ln‘; c;nﬁd:nm of the prn];u-inn m t::
wlly.

“They llcnr !h:t thi« measure in not ealled for by any
public neceisity, nd that it would not be acoeptable fo the
grent mant of the people of this Distriet.

“They therefore pray your honornble bodiea to reject
the same."”

In the face of these representations ghe Senate
proceeded 10 & vote on tlie bill, which" resulted in
its passsgo by the small majority of threo. In the
Houpe the bill was passed under the excitemonts in-
eident to the closing days of the session, though it
enccuntered in that body, as in the Senate, the op-
position of many Republioans, who, with Senator
Collamer, could not give their approval to a mea-
sure which was open to the suspicion of aiming by
indirestion & blow at the incumbents of the courts,

however far this purpose msy have been from the
intention of Mr. Harris, who, on introducing the
bill, spoke as fullows :

“I would be the last man to legislate merely for the pur-
of turning s man njudldalpmiﬂn-ou':of

in place. I I may _any such motive on the
part of the Judiciary Committee who suthorized thus bill
to be reported.”

It is no p;l'tol'ou purpose to insinuate that
any Senator was influenced by his personal objee-
tions to any inoumbent of the bemch, though the

| reflections cast upon one of their numbar were of

a nature which, if they could be sustained, would
have secmed to dispense with the necessity of mak-
ing a change s0 aweeping under cireumstances open
to grave exception, on the ground of the principle
which is violated whenever s judge who holds office
under the tenure of “good behavior” is  legislat-
ed out” on suspicion, instead of being impeached,
a8 the Constitution directs, if there be any charges
seriously affecting his judicial integrity. It would
be impossible, under this head, to say any thing
'more than Wi by Benator Hrcks in de-
precation of the passage of the bill of the Senate.
He spoke as follows :

“1 rise simply to ask Senators to reflact before they cast
their votes in favor of this bill. I am otﬂoud to the bill
as s whole and in all ite parts. While all things may be
lawful, I do not believe ings expedient I min oppos
ed to thia constant innovation upon i prece-
dent and ussge, and I agree fully with the Senator from
New Hempshire, (Mr. CLARK,) that if the object is to
reach any of the judges upon the bench of your courts here,
becailse of their secession principles, bring them up for
trisl and turn them away; but do not let ue attempt to
break ia upon our judiciary system that bas been tried fur
#o long & time and has worked so we'l. I feel further that
we are here as the guardians and the protectors of the
righte of the citizens of this District; and for as much as
I find no application has been made by any citizen of the
District of Columbia for this chavge, but that they ara de-
cidedly opposed toit, I am for that reason and many others
oppored to the passage of the bill.”

The bill haviog become s law we were yester-
day called to announce the names of the geatle-
men whom the President has nominated as the
Judges of the new “Supreme Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.” They are as follows : Davip
K. CarrreR, of Ohio; ABRaHAM B. OuiN, of
New Yurk ; Georae P. FismER, of Delaware;
and ANprREW WYLIE, of Virginia.' .

It is a matter of surprise and regret—a just re-
spect for the highly intelligent and honorable gen-
tlemen above designated forbids that we should
make it a subject of ecomplaint—that in a District
80 largely governed by Maryland law the President
could not fiad any resident member of the bar suf-
ficiently able, upright, and learned to receiye a no-
minaticn at his hands. As he was compelled, in
his opinion, to look to the several States for judges
to sit on the bench of this District, it is a matter
of congratulation that the same bill which provides
for their appointment also makes provision that the
President shall appoint ““a suitable person, learned
in the law, to revisc and codify the laws of the Dis-
trict of Columbia” TIn this way some cowmpen-
sation may be afforded for the disadvantages un-
der which the Judges might otherwise labor from
a want of familiarity with the code they are
called to administer, and itis to be hoped that
the President will be able to find & * suitable per-
son”” for this task among members of the bar in
our Distriot,

Major General Casstus M CLAY was on Thurs-
day confirmed by the Senate as Envoy Extraordi-
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of
Ruesia.

Judge Joserm CasEy, of Pennsylvania, has
been confirmed by the Senate as Chiel Justice of
the Court of Claims.

INDIANA.

Despatches in the Westorn papors state that the Legis-
lntare of Indiana adjournsd sime die on the 9th instant
“‘ without passirg any appropriation bills.” The failure to
paes the bills referred to resulted, as cur readers have
been informed, from the absence of the Republican mem

bers of the Iouse, who withdrew in order to defeat cartain
Measures pro by the Democrata. Having left In-
dwnnapolis, the capital of the State, their attandance in the
Legislature could ot be enfurced in the ordinary way; and
they did not return until lste in the night of Bunday the
Bib instant, when the laat day upon which any legislation
could be nccomplahed had expired. No appropriation
billa were passed, and, says s letter, ““the Governor sude
denly finds the benevolent instituiions, penitentiaries, and
Btate Government on his hands, and no meney nppropriated
with which to earry them on for the ensuing two years.
He announeces his intention of earrying them on, notwith-
standing the action of this Legislature.”

CAPTURE OF AN ENGLISH STEAMER.

Accounts from South Carolina state that the magnificent
English steamer Queen of the Wave was on Bunday, the 1st
inatant, stranded nenr the mouth of the North Santes,whilst
endeavoring to run into Georgetown, (8. C.) The gun
boat Conemaugh got mght of her, but was unsb'e to follow
ber until the tide rose, and then found her and
abandoned by her crow, who had first attempted to blow
her up, but the explosion only slightly lifted her upper
deck. The Conemunugh sent n boat, srmed with & howit-
zer, to hoard ber, and met a rebel boat eoming from her
with a lientenaot and six soldiers on board. They surren-
dered, nnd were sent prisoners to Port Rayal. 1’;0 eargo
of the Queen of the Wase consists of elothing and ammu-
nikien, aod is enid to be very valuable. Several vessels had
been sent from Part Royal to try and get her off, and, if
not, to #ave an much as poasible of her eargo.

YET ANOTHER CAPTURE.

New YORK, Manci 12.—The steam gunboat Quaker
City bas arrived from Purt Royal by the way of Charlesten
bar on the Hth intant. Bhe comes hither to repair and
receive n new boiler,

On the Oth instant, off Cape Fear, she oaptured the
British steamer Douro, after an exciling chase of aix
hours. Bhe had a eargo of four hundred and twenty bales
of eotton, and wana bound from Wilmington, North Caro
linn, to Nassau. She was orderad to New York for adja
dieation, and has arrived here to-night.

CONFIRMATIONS BY THE SENATE.,

Promotions in lh;uan Department.
Manjor Wm. A, Thoroton to be Lieut. Colonel,
Cupt. Alex, B. Dysr 1o ba Major.
Capt. Fravklin b, Callender to be Major.
Capt. Charles P. Kingnbury to be Major.

TO BE MAJOR GENERALS OF VOLUNTEERS.
Brig. Gen. Fravk P. Blair, jr., Nov, 20, 1862,
Brig. Ges. C. €. Wulburu{\. Nov. 20, 1862,

TO BE BRIGADIER GENERALS OF VOLUNTREERS,
Col. Lyssoder Catler, 6th Wiseonsin Vols

Licut. Col. Henry Baxier, 7th Fole.
g q}"‘" ey "w ot “"‘m‘“ Vol
u:-r Beatty, 3d Ohio ?c':b‘ v

WASBHINGTON :

LETTERS OF MARQUE.

It may be within the recollection of our readers
that three weeks ago—it was on the 21st of Feb-
raary—the New York ¢ Chamber of Commerce”
held s special meeting ¢ to hear a report from the
committee appointed to recommend to the Chamber
what sction should be taken by it in reference to
the continued piracies of the Alabama and other
vossels fitted out in Great Britain.”

At a previous meeting held by this association,
on the 21st of Ootober last, the facts connected with
the burning of the ship Brilliant and other Aweri-
can vesaels were submitted for consideration, and a
series of resolutions was then adopted expressive
of the ‘“sepse” of the “Uhamber,” copics of
whioh were duly forwarded to the Secretary of
Btate for transmission to our Minister at London.

‘We have before us, in pamphlet form, an authen-
tio report of the proceedings that were had by the
Chawber on the 21st ultimo, and a8 this' associa-
tion has latterly nssumed to itself the duty of ma-
king a “deliverance” on divers topies of political
as well as commercial concern, we are glad to find
that, in the exposition of its doings on the occasion
indicated, the Secretary, Mr. JouN AusTIN STE-
VENS, Jr., has thought proper to omit from his oerti-
fied record any minute of a proceeding which was
understood at the time to have made a part of the
transactions of the Chamber on that day. For,
after & very judicious report on the subject in
band had been read by Mr. A. A. Low, (the chair-
man of the special committee on the subject under
advisement,) it appears, from the newspaper ac-
count of the meeting, that the following proceed-
ings took place. We quote from the report of the
New York Tribune: '

“The report and resolutions were unanimously adopted,
and copies ordered to be sent to the President, to Con-
gress, to the Chambers of Commerce of Liverpool and
London, and elsewhere.

“ Gen. WETMORE pressnted the following resoluticn,
and in support thereof made a brief speech :

“ Resolved, I'hat this Chamber approves and earnestly re.
commends the passage of the Benate bill uow beforethe House
of Representatives, granting aathority to the President of the
United States to iseve letiers of marque and reprisal for the
protection of the eommercial maritime rights of American
citizens against the depredations of the Alsbuma and Florida
and other pirutical crmisars.

‘“Mr. LeorPoLD BIERWIRTH objected to the policy of
committing the Chamber of Commerce to such a measure,

and inquired what good cou'd be atiained by letters of
marque under existing circumstances. Letters of marque
and arming privateers were synonymous. The Confede-
rates bad no evmmerce upon the ocean to destroy, and
privateers, therelore, could do them no barm, but might
Ieui(';a Lhewcnd tv serions eablrm_enh.m‘ o

* Gen. WETMOKE responded, insisting COmmare|
men ought to sssert the right of self-protection. ' In cin-
cludivg, he said :I do not care whence the assault comes;
whether from the Bouthern Coufederagy, which grew up
under the protection of the American flag, or from Liver-
pool in England or Havre in France, or from the commer-
cial classes that fnw rich by Ameriean commeres, or
wheunce it cowes, 1 must say we muat evince s determina-
tion to protect ourselves agaiost all such depredations.
Therefore it is that 1 hope the resolution shall pass.

Mr. BieRWIRTH agaio objected to the resolution, and re-
marked that it was a new theory that privateers were in-
tended to proteet the commerce of their own nation.

The PRESIDERT explained that the question wan to the
propriety of fitting out volunteer erw:sers, aud the resolu-
tion had reference to that ubject—the fitting out of volun-
teer vessels competent to take care of the Alabama and
other pirat cal vessels {l:,ill' on vur trade. ’
ad" On the question being called, the resulation was

opted.”

We regrotted at the time what seemed to us
this inconsiderate action on the part of the New
York Chamber of Commerce, and that we were
right in deeming it not only inconsiderate but in-
judicious, would seem to be the opinion of the as-
sociation itself, a8 no minute of the transaction is
preserved in the publication they have made, pur-
porting to be ‘““a true record of so much of the
procecdings of the Chamber, at the special meeting
of February 21, 1863, as relates to piracies upon
American commerce.”

The Congress at its late session passed the bill
to which Gen. Wetmore referred in the resolution
above cited, authorizing the President ‘¢ in all do-
mestic and foreign wars”” “ to issue to private armed
vesdels of (he United States commissions or letters
of marque and general reprisal, in such forms as he
shall think proper, and under the seal of the Uni-
ted Btates, and make all needful rules and regula-
tions for the government and conduct thereof, and
for the adjudication and disposal of the prizes and
salvages made by such vessels.” The only limita-
tion put upon this grant of present and contingent
“ war power” was the proviso ““ that the authority
conferred by this act shall cease and terminate at
the end of three years from the passage of the act.”

While the President is thus olothed with full
power under this head, it does not follow that he
will deem it either necessary or judicious to exer-
cise the authority conferred by the sot, pending the
“domeatic war’” in which the Government is now
engaged, a war with an enemy who has no commerce
upon which letters of marque may prey in the pur-
suit of their ordinary and legitimate voeation, if,
indeed, in the present age of the world, it be proper
to speak of such s vocation as being “legitimate”
in any true sense of the term.

‘We.suppose curselves to make a statement which
involves little or no risk of contradiction when we
say that the bill passed by Congress om this sub-
jeot found its ohief motive and its conceived justifi-
oation in the contingent asos to which it might be
put, if, unfortunately, the country should at any
time withio the next three years be plunged into a
# foreign war” with some maritime Power—a oon-
tingency for which it may have beem thought
proper to make some such preparation, however
sanguine may be the hopes of every citizen that
we shall escape a calamity so great in itself, and
likely to be so fatal to the success of the operations
in which the Government is already engaged while
coping with a ¢ gigantic insurrection.”

Congrens, in lll.buhml’ruident to close
the ports of the Insurgen by proclamation,
did not require him to perform this act if, in his
judgment, it was not deemed expedient and proper ;
and in fact no such proclamation was ever issued,
duclaring insurgent ports no longer ports of entry
under the laws of the United States. And in like
manner Congress has ren.itted to the judgment of
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the President a decision of the question whethcr
it be neoessary, judicious, or timely to issue letters
of marque in the war now waged against a “ do-
mestic enemy”” who has no commerce.

There are many considerations which, we are con-
strained to think, evince the impolioy of the step,
especially at the present time. These considers-
tions were ably enforced by Mr. Senator Sumuer
while as yet the measure was pending in the Ssnate.

In the first place, the ordinary justification of
the smiming of privateers does not exist during a
war with an enemy who has no meroantile bottoms
afloat on the high sess. Private armed vessels
licensed to cruise against an enemy are equipped
ia the hope of booty. It is in the booty they take
that owners, officers, and orew find their sole re-
ward for the hazsrds they run, and it is by the in-
jury they thus do to the trade of the enemy that
they confer any possible benefit on the Government
in whose service they are enlisted. In the war
with the insurgents it would seem that this incen-
tive to the men engaged and this advantage to the
Government are equally wanting.

But it may be ssid that such rovers of the sea
will be effective in hunting down snd seizing
the foreign merchant vessels which now carry on
an illicit trade in contraband with the Southern
ports. et let it be remembered that it is in pre-
cisely this aspect that the possible good they do
is offset by possibilities of another kind which
must be prudently taken into account by the Gov-
ernment. 1t is well known, as was recalled by Mr.
Sumuer, that according to ancient usage and the
law of nations every privateer is entitled to bel-
ligerent rights, one of which is that most difficult,
delicate, and dangerous of all, the much disputed
right of search. There is no right of war with
regard to which nations are more sensitive, and no
nation has been more sensitive than our own, while
none has suffered more from its exercise. When
we consider how the officers and crew of private
armed vessels are constituted, we can see how much
greater are the dangers whioh result from placing
this right in their hands than in the hands of naval
officers belonging to the regular service, and sup-
posed to be trained in the duties and amenities of
their profession. Is it not to be apprehended that
the vexations of neutral commerce under such a
system will be the fruitful parent of imternational
complaints and reclamations

If it be said that these private armed cruisers
may be employed in the search snd capture of the
Alabama and other similar depredatora on our com-
merce the answor is easy. For such a service ves-
sels possessing a strength of timber and a weight
of metal beyond that of ordimary letters of marque
will be necessary. If the Government proposes in
this way to supplemcnt the activity and energy of
the navy, and deems that it can do so without any
reflection on that arm of the national defence, we
do not conceive that any roving commission of
marque is either necessary or proper. Let it be
distinetly stated that the captare of such enemy
vessels is the sole motive and object of the private
armed cruisers thus authorized to enter the service
of the country. And the Government, as a stimu-
lus to their sctivity, might offer them a bonus for
the capture of the Alabama, or of any similar ship
engaged in depredating on our commerce.

We nced not enumerate, in addition to these par-
ticular covsiderations, suggested by the present as-
pects of the war we are waging, the general objec-
tions of a moral kiod which obtain against the
species of warfare recoguised by letters of marque.
The civilization of the age, and the progress of the
internatiopal code in tending to put itself abreast
with that civilization, have stamped this licensed
brigandage with the seal of condemnation. If
many friends of the Government at home would
regret to sce it embark in such an enterprise where
the risks are so great and the advantages so inap-
preciable, it ir equally certain that our friends
abroad would look with sorrow upon the stigma in-
flicted on our cause by a resort of such doubtful
morality and questionable expediency. For it
should be remembered thatthose who in England and
elsewhere have reccntly been foremost in avowing
their sympathy for the National Government are
precisely the clsss of persons who have been most
forward to denounce the predatory warfare which
was once generally tolerated under the law of na-
tions.

It surely is not neocssary to cite authorities in
condemnation of private war on the high seas.
Gen. HALLEOK, in his excellent treatise on Tnterna-
tional Law, holds the following language :

It leads to the worst excesaes and crimes, and has a
corrupting influence upen all who engage 1n it, but eannot
be punished a8 & breach of the law of nations. The en-
lighteoed opinion of the world is most decidedly in favor
of abolishing it, and reeent evants lead to the hope that all
the commercial nativne of both hemispherss will unite in
no longer resorting, in time of war, to so barbarous a
praciics,”

Chancellor Kent wrote to the same purport, as
follows :

“Privateering, ut der sll the restriotions which may have
been ndopted, 1s very linble to sbuse. The objeot is not
fame or chivalrio warfars, but plunder and profit. The
discipline of the erews is not apt to be of the highest or-
der, und privateers ara often’ guilty of enormous excesses,
and becone the scourge of neutral commeres. Under the
beat regulations, the business tends strongly to blunt the
ronse ol private right and to nourish a lawleas and fierce
spirit of rapacity,” ;

It is known that the United States, when as yet
they were the youngest in the family of nations,
took the lead in discountenancing the whole sys-
tem of privateering. And, faithful to our best tra-
ditions on thisJsubject, Mr, Secrotary SEWARD, at
the beginning of the present Administration, pro-
posed to join in the Paris declaration of 1556,
wkich announces, in the name of all Governments
aoceding to it, that “ privateering is and remains
abolished.” We all remember how the adhesion
of our Government to the declaration was frustrat-
ed at the time; but for this we can see no good
reason in taking up at this date the weapon we

were then ready to renounce, espeoially when it oan

be wielded with so little promise of advantage.

CONGRESSIONAL.

EXTRA SESSION OF THE BENATE.

Trurspay, Marom 12, 1863.

The Hon. ALEXANDER RaAMSEY, from the State o
Minnesots, whose eredeutinls were presented on the 5th
of February, atlended,

The oath prescribed by law having been administered to
Mr. Ramsey by the Presdont pro tempore, be took his
seat in the Senate.

Mr. McDoUGALL sumbitted the following, which was
considered by uuanimous consent and agreed to:

Resvlved, That the Becretary of the Treasury be direot-
ed (o baye prepared and presented to the Senate s statisti-
cal and general report upon the value and present condi-
tion of our foreign and domestic commeree, including ss
well that of the Pucific coast; and, further, to suggest
what legislation, if any, is necessary to enlarge and pro-
teet the important interasts involved.

On wmotion, the Senste procesded to the consideration
of Executive bus iness.

Fripay, MA;(-:-E 13, 1863.

The Benate met at 11 o’clock A. M.

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Sunderland, snd the read-
ing of the juurunl of yesterday, the Senate, on motion of
Mr. POMEROY, at quarter past eleven o'clock, proceeded
to the coneideration of Executive business,

SATURDAY, ni]'m 14, 1863.

On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was ordered that Hiram
Psulding have leave to withdraw his memorial and re,

Mr. LANE, of Kunsas, presented the petition of Gilbert
Virooman, only surviving eon and heir of Peter Vroouan
deceased, praying compensation for provisions, fi and
other supplies, furnished by hia father to certain United
Btates triops, during the war with Great Britain, in the
year 1813. Referred to the Court of Claims.

On motion of Mr, COWAN, it was ordered that the re-
Eort of the Court of Claime in the case of Theodore Adams

e recommilted to the Conurt of Claima, ;

Mr. ANTHONY presented & atatemeut showing the prac-
tice of the Benate in tha appointment of its standing com-
mittees. Orderel to be printed.

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Benate a report
of the SBecretary of War, eommunieating, in compliance
with & resolution of the Senate of the 11th instant, the re-
port of Mujor D. Ferguson on the country, its resources,
and the ruute between Tuesen and Lobos buy. Ordered
to be pristed.

On wotion of Mr, SUMNER, at quarter past twelve
o'clock the Benate proceeded to the consideration of Exe-
cutive business,

At half past one o'clock the doors were and the
Beuate touk & recess until five minutes to two o’elock.

2 On reassembling, the hour of two o'elock having arrived,

The PrEsiDENT tem. (Mr. Foor) announced the
Senate adjourncd without day.

THE BREVET APPOINTMENTS.

Under a recent act of Congress authorizing the President
to make brevet appointments without pay, the President
sent to the Benate a large list of names, but the Senate did
not aet upon them.

THE WAR AND THE COTTON TRADE.

Speaking of the supply of cotton the Kuropean
Times (Liverpool) says :

“ Btrange eveunts have been produced by the civil warin
Awmerica. We are now receiving cotton—in driblets, 1t is
true—from the most likely and unlikely places in the world.
A ship has just arrived in the Mersey from China with a
full cargo of t'is invaluable staple, aud hardly s week
pasaes without the receipt of scme of the same material
from quarters where, before the war, it was hardly ever
heard of, wuch less grown But the wost extraordioary
revulsion in the cotton trade is the large exportation which
is now taking place to the Federal Statea. During the last
few days severn! cargoes of cotton have been sent from
Liverpool tv New York at full prices, the ecost of which
must be largely increased by the eost of shipment. This
reversa] of the ordinary laws of trade will doubilaes con-
tinue as long as the war lnsts.”

ARRIVAL OF COTTON FROM LIVERPOOL.
The British steamsbip Kangaroo, from Liverpool, has
on freight eight hundred and twenty-five balea of cotton ;
the City of Baltimore three hundred and sixty-nine bales.
[N. Y. Com. Advertiser,

CAPIURE OF BLOCKADE RUNNERS.
Despatches received from Admiral Dupont mention the
eapture of the schooner B:lle, of Nassau, by the United
Btates steamer Potomsks, blockadieg Sapelo Sound, ecast
of Georgia. She purported to be bound to Port Ruyal,
but there was found among the papera in the baggage of
Rechard H. Eecles, the maater, a written agreement be-
tween him and the owner, (F. Opdebeck,) who was on
board, to run the blockade. The cargo consiated of coffse
and splt.

The Navy Department haa also received a despatch from
Fortress Monroe announcing the sarrival at Key West of
the British blockade-running steamer Peterhoff, taken by
the Vanderbilt off 8t. Thomas. The Peterhoff is n large
and very fine aod fast vessel, nod is known to have repeat-
edly run the blockede. IHer cargo is believed here to have
been boots and shoes, saltpetrs, military clothing, &e.
She makes the third of the sams class of valoable steam-
ers news of the capture of whieh has reached here in the
Inst two dayas,

CHEROKEE LEGISBLATION.

Extract from Correspondence of the Missouri Democrat.
Camp BLuNT, (ARK.) FEBRUARY 26, 1863,

" The Cherokes National Counecil hax just adjourned. It
convened in Delaware Distriet, Cherokee Nation, a foew
miles from Camp John Ross, where Col. Phillips camped
the Third Brigade, to guard its proceedings.

The result of this Legislative nssembly is the wost sig-
nifieant and justructive. The members of the body were
elected nearly two years ngo. They are the old Legisla-
ture—the Legislature that was coerced into an ord:naoce
of secemion by the rebel arwy.

The first act of tha Legialature was to repeal the ordi-
nance of sccesmion, which was done uoanimously. The
next act was to deprive of offica in the nation and dis-
qualify a1l who should continue to be rebellious or disloyal
to the United States Government, The courts and other
legal business of the nation will go on sa heretofore the
moment the country is peaceable enough to warrant it
Some acta were passed relative to the expenditures of
Cherokee funis,

A Inw wns enscted apponting a delegation to visit
Washington about the military snod eivil affsirs of the
pation, and this dolegalion was suthoriged to abolish slavery
in the nation should the Congress axtend the same privi-
lege to the nation we the Border States. This wns to be
a rewnoersted ewancipation,  But this eould neither meet
the wishea or the notioos of the Cherokes lrgislatora
Capt. Bird Geitz, somewhat noted for fightiog the rebels in
the mountuing before he joined the Fedoral service, a full-
blooded Indian, and good lawyer, framed a bill for uncondi-
tional emancipation. e introduced his bill with a fioe
speech, aud was eloquently supported by Capt. Jamen Vanon,
Lieut Cul Lewin Deming, wnd others, A fow olung to
the hope of emancipation with ecompensation, and urged
the lvases of the pevple alrendy, but the majority urged
that the bill ought not to be clogged. If the Government
chose to pay the loyal, very well, but they would leave
such & necessary act na the abolition of slavery to no eon-
tingencies, and no one should do it fur them. It was
their work.

When the history of thin great rebsllion and of thia
nalion ia written, the Cherckees shnll make no mean figure.
Under the lendership of Col. Phillips, they fought despe-
rately at Newton a snd Cane Hill, and have distinguished
themaelves in every battle of the SBouthwest this last season.
They bave fought fearlessly and bravely, second to no
uther troops, even while their families bave suffored untold
misery and disnster, and now they come cheerfully up to
offer the slavery of their nation to the eause of Laberty

and Union.

—

MILITARY ARREST OF AN ILLINOIS JUDGE.

INDIANAPOLIS, MaicH 13, —A fow days since two ser-
geants arresled four deserters in Clark county, Illinois.
On their way to (he cars with the men in charge the ser-
Réants were arrested by a pulios officer and taken before
Jiudge Constable, of the Court of Commoa Pleas of the
fourth Judicial eircuit of 1llinois, who committed the ser-
geants to jail for kidnapping, and set the four dererters at
liberty. Intelligence of the uffair having reached Col. H.,
B. Carrioglon, bs at ovce notified Gen, Wright, who or-
dered him to arrest the Judge. The Colonel left the night
before Inst, with two bundred men, and found the court in
seasion. Upon its adjournment he al once arrested Chas.
" H. Constable, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of the
fourth judicial circuit, for resisting the arrest of desertera.
All was dous very quietly and cautiously, aud no excite-
ment eénsued. The Colonel arrived here this eveniog with
his prisoner, who will be tried by the United States Court-
Three of the deserters were re-arrested and brought here.

REPORTED FIGHT ON YAZOO RIVER.

CincinNaT1, MARCH 13.—A special despsteh from Mem-
phis to.the Gazette gives s report of u fight on the ¥sxoo
river, and the capture of seven thoussnd rebel prisoners
and eight transports. No particulars are given.

A letter from Florence, Alabama, in the Mobile Regis-
ter, says that Wayne county is full of renegades, styling
themselvee Union men, joined by deserters from the South-
erno army. They have become more formidable than ever.

Cairo was full of excitement yesterdsy over rumors
oooncerning the capture of Forts Henry aud Donelson.

There is nothing new from Vicksburg.

CINCINNATI, MARCH 13.—The Commercial bas & rus
mor, via Cairo, that the rebels have re-possession of Forts
Donelson and Heary. Though it is not eredited, troops
were ordered there for any emergency that might arise.

NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTION.
Coxncorp, MARCH 13.—The returns from all the towns
oxoept thirteen indicate a majority against the Democratic
candidate for Governor of about seven hundred,

Marcy, Democrat, for Congress in the first distriet, has
from fifty to seventy-five majority ; the second and third
districta elect the Republioan candidates.

The Btate Senate stands nine Republicans and three
Demoorats. The House have from forty-five to fifty ma-
Jority for the Republicans.

ARREST OF BRIGHAM YOUNG.

BALT LAKE Ciry, MARCH 10.—Judge Keaney this day
issued a writ against Brigham Young under the polygamy
act of Congress. Marahal Gibba served it without the aid
of a ponse, and the writ was immediately responded to and
the defendant personally sppeared in court. Upon an in-
veetigation the Judge held bim to bail in two thoussnd
dollars, which was promp.ly given.

WAR IN THE SOUTHWEST.

CixcINNATI, MARCH 13.—Geu. Granger's forcs, who
were sent in pursuit of Van Dora, returned to Fraoklin
on Wednesday, the rebels having fled beyond Dusk river.
They had several cavalry skirmishes, and some three hun-
dred ragged fellows were picked up in the pursuit,

Rebel accounts show that in Northern Alnbama the loy=
aliste are giving the rebels a deal of trouble. Surprises,
skirmishes, and all the incidental horrors of neighborhood
war are witnessed.

The Gaz-tte has a report from Memphis of the capture
of Yazoo Pass and seven thousand prisoners and eight
trausports, which peeds confirmation.

FROM THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoroMac,
Friday, March 13, 1863.

The Riehmond Examiner aod the Dispatch of Mareh 13
have been received.

Thee is uo news from Charleston, Vicksburg, or Port
Hudson.

A despatoh from Charleston, March 11, says all is quiet.
The city in full of rumors of an impending sttack, bus
there is nothing authentic. .

The Richmond Dispateh, in a leadar, speaks discourag-
ingly of the proapects for food, and says the impressment
of flour and grain by the Government discoursges produc-
tion. The Richmond Examiner contains an anoouneement
that Gen. Beauregard has revoked all furloughs and recalled
all deserters to their posts.

FIRE AT FORT McHENRY.
BALTIMORE, MARCH 13.—There wans a fire at Fort
McHenry this forenoon. It destroyed the offiers’ quar-
ters. Beveral officers lost their baggage and other private
property. The fire was accidental,

REPORTS FROM THE SBOUTHWEST.

CiNCINNATI, MARCH 14 —A spacial from Memphis says
that Admiral Porter is momentarily expecting intelligence
from Haine's Bluffa sunouncing the arrival of our forces
there, which would be the signal for & combined attack
upon that fortifioation.

CisCIRRATI, MARCH 14.—Tho Gazette has a Memphis
despalch which eags that a report was in ciroulstion that
Admiral Porter had received informution that the Yazoo
Pass expedition bed captured Yazoo city and destroyed
the rebel flvet,

CHicAGo, MARcH 14 —A special Memphis despatoh of
the 11th rays that Gon. Quimby's division, which was
forced to return from Young's Point on account of high
water, stopped at Yazoo Pass, and bas probably gone to
reinforcs that exped.tion, which is snid to have passed
Yazoo City and csptured the fleet of rebel traosports that
has rendezvoused there for a long time.

[The expedition which entered Yazoo Pass consists of
two of the Iurgest nnd beaviest iren clad gunboats, one
ram, six light draught guoboats, threa b laden with
conl, three stenm tenders, and fifteen or eighteen trans-
Eurfl Inden with troops. ‘The gunboats Cuorlew and

ricket and the ram Lioness juined the expedition after it
bad eutered the Coldwater, ) Y

THE ARMY IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

Tha Port Royul nurre-pn;n! of the New York World,
writing under date of the Sth instant, saya :

“ From Genersl Orders Intely issued I judge that active
operations will shortly bs commenced. All enlisted men
have been ordered to return to their regiments from detail
duty, and (hers ia great aolivity prevailing in the medieal
department in view of probable contingencies. How soon
we shall commancs the campaigo, and at what peint it i
ir.ntemiad to strike, are searets which nobody attempte to
thom.

“ Brig. Gen. Nugles, the senior officor of Foster's expe-
dition, has bewn ordersd to return North immediately by
the General commanding the dopartment. The report is
that hin extradition ia due to complaints of the treatment
of the troops under him. Whatever may be the resson his
loss wili be weriously felt bere, for he is regarded by all as
an extraordinanily fine officer and a truo soldier.’”

Another letter of prior date confirma the acoounts here-
tofore received of (he discharge from arrest of Col. Slaight
and Gen, Stevenson. The letter sagn:

“ The colors were boisted on the vessels of Gen, Foster's
expedition on Monday last in honor of the release of Chiet
Qunartermnster Siaight, who waa arvested by Gien. Hunter
tor refusing to transfer Gen. Foster's over
to Gen. Hunter's Quartermaster. The recent order from
Whaahingion, recognising Gon. Fostar’s foroes here as still
belonging t» the Kighteeath Army Corps, sustaine Capt.
Biaight in hin ref to make the transfer.

** Gien. Stevenson, who was oharged with using disrespeet-
ful lnnfau&miul the black brigade, was honorably re-
lenaed by Gen Hunter on Satarday Inst, it having 5
ed that there was nothing disloyal m what he bad He
receivad an ovation last svening from his brigade of the
moat finttering character "




